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COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE
Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains and Associate Members. I hope this finds you well.
The National Convention is now over and there is a lot of information to pass along. The National Bylaws are
changing which means our Bylaws will be changing, too. Once they are published, your Department Judge
Advocate will start the work to update the Department Bylaws.
The Department Fall Quarterly Meeting will be held in Huntington this month. Please get as many Marines as
possible to this meeting as we will be discussing upcoming events and I would like to have feedback from all
Marines, as this is their Department.
Paid Life Member audits are our last piece of administrative work to do to be compliant. Please don’t wait until
the last minute to get these done. If you are a dues paying member and haven’t paid your dues yet, you are now
delinquent. Dues should be paid prior to August 31st each year, as that is when your membership expires.
I want to thank each and every one of you for all that you do and I hope to see you in Huntington. Please be safe
and remember to always take care of each other.
Please keep all members of our Armed Forces in your Thoughts and Prayers as they serve in harm’s way.

Semper Fidelis,
Scott Kirby
Commandant
Dept. of WV - Marine Corps League
******************************************************************************************
Chaplains Corner
YOU WILL HAVE TRAVELED HUNDREDS OF MILES AFTER READING
It may seem like nothing is happening where you are at this point in time. But that’s not really the case. Every
second the Earth is moving at 18.5 miles in its journey. Every tick of the clock you’re 18.5 miles from where
you were before the tick! When you count to 20 you are 200 miles from where you were when you started
counting!
It's not just true for the earth; its true for all earthlings, including you and me. Every life is changing. Every soul
is moving toward God - or away from Him. Your life is headed somewhere. It’s meant to head for Glory. That’s
why the Lord says, "I know the plans I have for you, plans for Shalom (peace) not for calamity". God wants to
bring your life to a good place. Since you’re going places anyhow, make sure you're always moving toward
God and not away from Him. Don't stay where you are, because you really can’t anyway. Move ahead in love,
ahead in faith, ahead in righteous action, and ahead in all things Godly, because in God you're going places!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------National Convention Summary
Approximately 888 delegates of the MCL, Ladies Auxiliary and MODD attended the 2018 National Convention
in Buffalo, NY. These are the retained National Officers:
National Commandant: Wendell Webb, Sr Vice Commandant: Dennis Tobin, Jr Vice Commandant Johnny
Baker and Judge Advocate Warren Griffin.
Bruce Rakfeldt, Department of NC, was installed as NVC, Mideast Division.
Roger Ware, Department of WV, was installed as Assistant NVC for the Division. Roger Ware was also
retained as MODD Kennel Veterinarian.
Mike McLain was retained as MODD Kennel Deputy Police Dog and Greg Irwin was added as MODD Kennel
Deputy Mad Dog. Mike McLain and Roger Ware were each presented with the prestigious Chapel of Four
Chaplains Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion Award.
The Department, Wood County Det 1087, Herbert J. Thomas Det 947 and L. D. Crawford Det 956 were
presented with a 2018 National Convention Steamer for the colors.
124 members of the MODD advanced to PDD.
The 2019 National Convention will be at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center, Billings, Montana. August
4-10, 2019.
The National Marine of the Year was Jeffery Jones. The Kennel Dog of the Year was PDD Rick Thomason.
The Kennel donated $40,000 to The Children's Hospital in Buffalo, New York. PDD Leonard Spicer was
retained as the Chief Devil Dog. Major General William F. Mullen, CG, Training and Education Command,
Quantico, VA was the keynote speaker. The 2020 National Convention bid for Charleston, SC was not
approved by the members and it will go for 60 days for another bid from within the quadrant.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A Reminder from the Department of WV Adjutant-Paymaster
Make Annual Verification of Paid Life Members
Paymaster Patti Leib sends a reminder to all detachments to verify their Paid Life Members (PLM) listed on the
PLM Report dated 6/30/2018 from National. (This is the form that prints out portrait and has a True/False
column on the right.) Upon receipt is the best time to do this so it’s not forgotten. These are due at National
before Dec. 31. If a detachment does not certify its PLM roster is true and accurate before the deadline, it will
not receive its annual residual interest for its life members. Take the original copy of the report and verify the
PLM members. The Commandant and Paymaster must sign a statement on the original that they certify and
annotate that the life member list is audited and is true and accurate and that there are no changes, or that
changes have been listed. This must also be dated. Make a copy for your files after signing and then forward the
original to Dept Paymaster, Patti Leib. She will send all the PLM Audits as a group submission to the National
Adjutant/Paymaster. You must send this signed roster to Paymaster Leib with enough lead time for her to send
it to National to arrive there before Dec. 31. Ref: National Bylaws Sections 645 and 646. The interest paid this
year to each detachment was $1.87 per paid member on your roster as of 9/30/16.
Patti Leib
Adjutant-Paymaster

Department of WV - MCL
(740) 591-8611
pattileib024@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Professional Development Training
Practical Protocol Planners
In your planning, give some consideration to the physical arrangement of the meeting or dinner site. If space is
not available to formally post the colors, they should be in place before the function starts. Those who will be
seated at the head table should be notified as soon as possible and escorted to their places to avoid confusion.
Using name cards/place cards is also helpful. The main speaker is seated just to the right of the podium.
Seating at the head table should be from left to right facing the audience. The USMC Flag to left and National
ensign to right. From the Far left – Chaplain, Auxiliary or Detachment Commandant and wife, podium, speaker,
Department Commandant and wife, and any special guests.
If it is a dinner meeting, then the host MCL Commandant or Department Commandant should ask all to stand,
salute the colors (in place, or as they are posted), and uncover (if protocol calls for members to wear covers) for
the invocation by the Chaplain.
Introductions begin after the meal is concluded. The Commandant stands at the center of the head table and
makes the introductions beginning at this extreme left, continuing to the center of the head table, then starting at
his extreme right and again continuing to the center.
The main speaker, your guest of honor, is not introduced until the very last as he/she will be accorded the
distinction of a longer introduction just prior to speaking to your group. It is proper to ask the audience to hold
its applause until all introductions are made. Introductions from the audience should be made before head table
introductions.
As with all rules, there are some exceptions. If it is a function of the Marine Corps League or the MCL
Auxiliary, the officers are seated to the left of the presiding officer and introduced first. Auxiliary seating
should follow the same order as MCL (lowest officer to highest). Should a National Officer be present, this
officer should be introduced immediately before the Department Commandant.
Brevity, Clarity, Simplicity
The rule for introduction of the main speaker is that brevity, clarity and simplicity should prevail. If the main
speaker is the Department Commandant, he/she is always asked to speak last.
Protocol is simply good taste and common sense. It applies to MCL endeavors other than those of strictly social
nature. There is nothing really difficult about protocol. It is just that extra effort on your part to make sure that
the right things are done at the right time. For those occasions of a social nature, it is that extra bit that assures
your invited guests that they are indeed welcome.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Department Fall Quarterly Meeting - September 8, 2018
Department Fall Quarterly Meeting - September 8, 2018 in Huntington, WV will be hosted by Huntington
Detachment 340 at American Legion Post 16 in Huntington, WV. 1421 6th Ave, Huntington, WV 25701.
Directions: Take I-64 W toward Huntington, take WV-10 Hal Greer Exit 11, turn right onto 16th St Rd/Hal
Greer Blvd 2.5 miles. Turn left on 6th Ave for 0.2 miles. American Legion Post 16 will be on your left.
Staff Officers Meeting is 0930 AM with general business meeting at 1000 AM.
WV Pack Growl will immediately follow Dept. Meeting.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2018 National Bylaws, AP and Uniform Code proposed changes - Results
Proposed Bylaw Change (Rewrite) Approved
RATIONALE:
I. The current National Bylaws lack two paragraphs required by the IRS for Section 501(c)(4) nonprofit status:
A non-profit paragraph required by the IRS, which is addressed in new Section 201, Not for Profit; and
A dissolution paragraph in the language required by the IRS, which is addressed in new Section 1200.
The current dissolution paragraph, Section 820, falls short of the specific language required.
The National Bylaws are very cumbersome because they embody much that is Administrative Procedures.
The procedures in the Bylaws and the National Administrative Procedures can only be amended at National
Convention once a year by a laborious process.
The National Board of Trustees, the governing body that directs the daily running of the MCL, now lacks the
ability to change the National Administrative Procedures. Every detail no matter how small can only be

changed at the National Convention. The new National Bylaws will give the National Board of Trustees the
additional responsibility and ability to make operational changes to the National Administrative Procedures that
affect the daily operational needs of the Marine Corps League.
Proposed AP Change (Rewrite) Approved
II. The current National Bylaws lack two paragraphs required by the IRS for Section 501(c)(4) nonprofit status:
a. A non-profit paragraph required by the IRS, which is addressed in new Section 201, Not for Profit; and
b. A dissolution paragraph in the language required by the IRS, which is addressed in new Section 1200. The
current dissolution paragraph, Section 820, falls short of the specific language required.
The National Bylaws are very cumbersome because they embody much that is Administrative Procedures. The
procedures in the bylaws and the National Administrative Procedures can only be amended at National
Convention once a year by a laborious process.
The National Board of Trustees, the governing body that directs the daily running of the MCL, now lacks the
ability to change the National Administrative Procedures. Every detail no matter how small can only be
changed at the National Convention. The new National Bylaws will give the National Board of Trustees the
additional responsibility and ability to make operational changes to the National Administrative Procedures that
affect the daily operational needs of the Marine Corps League.
Proposed Bylaws Changes
1. Recommend change to allow wearing miniature MCL or DOD medals on red blazer or formal dress Rejected
2. Create medals and ribbons for Division Commandant, Division staff elected and staff appointed officers Rejected
3. Renumber list for wearing Past Division Commandant Pin - Rejected
4. Renumber and add precedent list for Division Commandant, Division staff elected and Division staff
appointed large medals, miniature medals and ribbons - Rejected
5. Authorize creation of Associate Marine of the Year Ribbon - Rejected
6. Allows wearing of MOY medallion on casual, formal or undress uniform - Approved
7. Authorize wearing red t-shirt when performing ceremonial or honor guard functions - Rejected
8. Authorize wearing of Honor Guard patch on shirt above MCL patch - Rejected
9. Change wearing of MODD patch to flag only right sleeve and replace MODD patch on left sleeve vice MCL
patch - Rejected
10. Authorizes wearing label pins – KDOY pin, Past Dept/Det Commandant, Ordained Minister or Chaplain
symbol - Approved
11. Authorized wearing Honorable National Commandant, gold cover with white crown, Honorable Chief Devil
Dog gold cover with black crown - Approved
12. Authorizes wearing of medallion presented by C4C, Legion of Honor, Humanitarian or Bronze medallion
award on red blazer casual, red blazer formal uniform, evening dress uniform for males or females - Approved
13. Authorizes wearing of medallion presented by C4C, Legion of Honor, Humanitarian or Bronze medallion
award, or Nat, Div., Dept, Det MOY Medallion on red blazer, formal dress and brings uniform code up to date Approved
14. Authorizes wearing of medallion presented by C4C, Legion of Honor, Humanitarian or Bronze medallion
award, or Nat, Div., Dept, Det MOY Medallion on red blazer, formal dress for females and brings uniform code
up to date - Approved
15. Authorizes wearing of medallion presented by C4C, Legion of Honor, Humanitarian or Bronze medallion
award, or Nat, Div., Dept, Det MOY Medallion on red blazer, formal dress for males and brings uniform code
up to date - Approved
16. Authorizes wearing of medallion presented by C4C, Legion of Honor, Humanitarian or Bronze medallion
award, or Nat, Div., Dept, Det MOY Medallion on red blazer, formal dress for females - APPROVED
17. Change wearing of MODD patch to flag only right sleeve and replace MODD patch on left sleeve vice MCL
patch - Rejected
18. Allow gold star parents of Marines and FMF Corpsman to be regular members of MCL - Rejected
19. Organization can petition National BOT for pardon after 5 years for expulsion of member by Dept/Det Rejected
20. Repeal 1987 uniform code for authorization wearing of MODD patch to remove flag from right sleeve Rejected
21. Repeal MODD patch and replace with Flag - Rejected
22. Remove MODD patch replace with Flag - Rejected

23. Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern all MCL assemblies - Withdrawn
24. FMF Corpsmen and Chaplains changes to include Personal Qualification Standards to qualify for regular
membership. (Need to add that any corpsmen who received Marine Corps FMF Combat Operations device on
service ribbon is eligible). Fleet Marine Force (FMF) Combat Operation Insignia.
The FMF Combat Operation Insignia is a miniature bronze Marine Corps emblem that may be authorized for
wear by Navy personnel attached to and operating with units of the Marine Corps operating forces, or by Navy
personnel attached to Navy units operating with units of the Marine Corps operating SECNAVINST 1650.1H
AUG 2 2 2006 forces, and under Marine Corps operational control. This is a restricted device; attachment to
operations with a Marine Corps unit is - not sufficient to establish eligibility. The Marine Corps unit and the
individual must have been engaged in active combat action with an armed enemy during the period of the
individual's service with the unit.
The insignia may be authorized for wear centered on the suspension ribbon and ribbon bar of World War I1
campaign medals, Korean Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Service Medal,
Southwest Asia Service Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. - Approved
25. Paragraph added about elected and appointed officer serve one year and may be reelected and Dept Bylaws
can set term limits - Approved
26. No MCL member may be engaged in the day to day operation of a subsidiary organization unless they are a
member of that organization. - Withdrawn
27. Amendments made by BOT and at National Convention ensure that the members of the floor retain their
authority. If Nat BOT make any changes Dept. and Det. must be notified of change and what was the
justification. - Withdrawn
28. If wearing MODD patch, it must be worn centered below the Flag on right sleeve - Rejected
29. Repeal uniform code for MODD patch wearing and place American flag back on uniform - Rejected
30. Added Proposed Amendment to Bylaws/ Administrative - Approved
31. 610(d) The membership year and the annual dues shall expire on the 31st day of August of each year. New
members joining the MCL between August 31st and the last day of February will pay the full amount of the
current National Dues + $5.00 Initiation fee; new members joining between 1 March and 30 June, will pay ½
half the current National Dues + $5.00 Initiation fee. New members joining on or between 1 July and 31 August
will pay the full amount of the current National Dues + $5.00 Initiation fee and will have a membership
expiration date of the following year. The Current Annual renewal rate will be due on the 31st day of August of
each year. Resolution Proposal from Central Division – Approved
Congressional Gold Medal for Veterans of the Korean War Bill H.R. 5222
https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Resolutions_KWV-Dept-IL-2018.pdf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Recruiting Points
We as Marines all have the honor of belonging to the premier service organization in the world. One of the
Marine Corps League’s primary responsibilities is to not only identify but to recruit new members.
 The first point is to create a list of the great things about the Marine Corps League.
 Another point is to enlist younger members to join the League; they bring fresh ideas and energy to your
Detachments and to the League. We want to attract younger people who want to get involved. When trying
to recruit new members, talk about the League wherever you go noting work, parties, sporting events,
family gatherings and church to name a few.
 There's never a place that's inappropriate to talk about the League. The fear of rejection shouldn't stop
current members from seeking out new members. I think that people in general, even if they are not
interested, just appreciate being asked. It's like getting asked to go to a party whether you're going to go or
not. There's never a wrong time to ask a potential new member to a meeting. You never know when or
where you'll meet your next member.
 While speaking to someone about joining the League be sure to emphasize the service aspect of the
organization. Being a member provides a pathway to getting involved in the League but also in the
community; and it provides an excellent network to civic projects.
 Embracing diversity is another point and be sure to congratulate your new members once they join. Make
sure your new members feel wanted and welcome,
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Wartime Pension Benefits Non-Service-Connected Pension

The VA provides a non-service-connected pension (https://benefits.va.gov/pension) for wartime veterans with
low incomes and who are over 64 years old, or to wartime veterans who are totally and permanently disabled
for reasons not related to their military service. The pension is intended to provide a guaranteed minimum
income for veterans who qualify. For example: If the veteran has a countable income of $6,000 per year with no
deductible medical expenses and no dependents, in 2017 the VA would have provided $13,166 – $6000, or
$7,166 paid in 12 equal monthly payments. A veteran who is eligible for the Wartime Veterans Pension may
also be qualified for the Aid and Attendance or Housebound supplement. These supplements are paid in
addition to the basic pension, and provide a small additional income for persons who either need daily
assistance with everyday living tasks or are substantially confined to their home. A veteran can only be eligible
for either Aid and Attendance or Housebound, not both.
Countable Income
Countable Income is a complex matter. For pension purposes, countable income is most sources of income
received by the veteran or his/her dependents. This includes earnings, disability and retirement income, interest,
dividends, rental income, net income from any business or farm, and normally any income from a dependent
child. An example of an uncountable income is public assistance (such as SSI). Additionally, un-reimbursable
medical expenses and educational expenses can be deducted from countable income. There are other specific
incomes that are deductible, so if the “Countable Income” as you calculate it is even in the ballpark of the
income rates, you should apply for the pension and report all income sources. The VA is required to deduct all
income allowed by law.
Pension Eligibility Criteria for Wartime Veterans Pension
 The veteran was discharged from service under conditions other than dishonorable, AND  The veteran
served at least 90 days of active military service 1 day of which was during a war time period. If the veteran
entered active duty after September 7, 1980, generally the veteran must have served at least 24 months or the
full period for which called or ordered to active duty (There are exceptions to this rule), AND  The veteran’s
countable family income is below a yearly limit set by law (The yearly limit on income is set by Congress),
AND  the veteran is age 65 or older, OR, o the veteran is permanently and totally disabled, not due to his/her
own willful misconduct.
Aid and Attendance Eligibility If the veteran is eligible for a Pension, and:  The veteran requires the aid of
another person in order to perform personal functions required in everyday living, such as bathing, feeding,
dressing, attending to the wants of nature, adjusting prosthetic devices, or protecting himself/herself from the
hazards of his/her daily environment, OR,  The veteran is bedridden, in that his/her disability or disabilities
require that he/she remain in bed apart from any prescribed course of convalescence or treatment, OR,  The
veteran is a patient in a nursing home due to mental or physical incapacity, OR,  The veteran is blind, or so
nearly blind as to have corrected visual acuity of 5/200 or less, in both eyes, or concentric contraction of the
visual field to 5 degrees or less.
Wartime Veterans Pension and Housebound Eligibility
The veteran is eligible for a Pension, and:  The veteran has a single permanent disability evaluated as 100percent disabling AND, due to such disability, he/she is permanently and substantially confined to his/her
immediate premises, OR,  The veteran has a single permanent disability evaluated as 100-percent disabling
AND, another disability, or disabilities, evaluated as 60 percent or more disabling. For assistance in finding a
VSO near you, please call us at (888)777-4443. You can apply for the dependency records (marriage and
children’s birth certificates)  Medical evidence (doctor & hospital reports)
How to Apply for Wartime Veterans Pension
The NVF strongly recommends that you seek out the assistance of a Veteran Service Officer when filing a
Wartime Veterans Pension claim. The VSO will assist you in filling out the paperwork, gathering the required
documentation, and tracking the status of the claim at no cost. Most Veterans Organizations, like the VFW,
American Legion, Order of the Purple Heart, etc., have VSOs. The Veteran’s Affairs departments for each state
also have Veteran Service Officers.
If you would like some assistance in finding a VSO near you, please call us at (888)777-4443. You can apply
for the Wartime Veterans Pension by filling out VA Form 21-526, Veterans Application for Compensation and/
or Pension. If you have applied previously, you should use VA Form 21-527. If you have any of the following
material, attach it to your application:
 Discharge or separation papers (DD214 or equivalent, click here to apply for a replacement DD214)
 Dependency records (marriage & children’s birth certificates)



Medical evidence (doctor & hospital reports)

You can also use the VA’s online application. The VA’s benefits hotline number is 1-(800)-827-1000. For more
information about the Wartime Veterans Pension feel free to call NVF at (888)777-4443 or submit a request for
assistance at https://nvf.org/veteransrequest-assistance
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Wartime Pension Benefits
VA Improved Disability Pension Rates
If you are a U.S. veteran who served during specific wartime periods or are the surviving spouse of one, you
may be eligible for the little-known Wartime Pension Benefits. The pension is intended to provide a guaranteed
minimum income for veterans over 65 or their survivors who qualify. A veteran or his/her survivor who is
eligible for the Wartime Veterans Pension may also be qualified for the additional Aid and Attendance
Supplement or the Housebound Supplement.
These supplements are paid in addition to the basic pension, and provide a small additional income for persons
who either need daily assistance with everyday living tasks or are substantially confined to their home. VA
Improved Disability Pension Rates for 2017 for Veteran(s) and/or Child & Spouse are:
Without Spouse or Child..............................................................................................$13,166
With One Dependent....................................................................................................$17,241
Permanently Housebound, No Dependents..................................................................$16,089
Permanently Housebound, One Dependent..................................................................$20,166
Needing regular aid and attendance, No Dependents...................................................$21,962
Needing regular aid and attendance, One Dependent...................................................$26,036
Two Veterans Married to Each Other........................................................................ $17,241
Two Veterans Married to Each Other – One housebound……………………………$20,166
Two Veterans Married to Each Other – Both housebound...........................................$23,087
Two Veterans Married to Each Other – One needing A & A………………………… $26,036
Two Veterans Married to Each Other – One housebound and one needing A & A… $28,953
Two Veterans Married to Each Other – Both needing A & A………………………. $34,837
Increase for each additional dependent child.............................................................… $2,250
Under current law, VA recognizes the following wartime periods to determine eligibility for VA Pension
benefits:
 Mexican Border Period (May 9, 1916 – April 5, 1917 for Veterans who served in Mexico, on its borders, or
adjacent waters)
 World War I (April 6, 1917 – November 11, 1918)
 World War II (December 7, 1941 – December 31, 1946)
 Korean conflict (June 27, 1950 – January 31, 1955)
 Vietnam era (February 28, 1961 – May 7, 1975 for Veterans who served in the Republic of
 Vietnam during that period; otherwise August 5, 1964 – May 7, 1975)
 Gulf War (August 2, 1990 – through a future date to be set by law or Presidential Proclamation)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Modern Day Marine Expo, Sep 24-27, 2018, Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia MCL members are always
needed to help staff the two MCL booths where welcome bags are distributed. MCL National Sgt-at-Arms Neil
Corley is the point of contact; he will be in one of the booths commencing Monday Sep 24. The uniform for
members working in the booths is polo shirt, MCL cover, black trousers and black tennis shoes. It is highly
recommended that anyone who wants to attend log onto the Modern-day Marine Expo site and click on the
Attendee Badge Registration and fill it out. Once you arrive at the Expo, go to Registration and pick up your
name tag. Here is the schedule for events:
ATTENDEE INFORMATION Schedule-of-Events
Tuesday, September 25
8:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Registration Open
9:45 AM – 10:00 AM
Opening Ceremony
10:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Exhibit Halls Open
Wednesday, September 26
8:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Registration Open

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
10:00 AM – 11:30 AM
10:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Thursday, September 27

Enlisted Awards Parade
Reception in Exhibit Halls
Exhibit Halls Open

8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Registration Open
Exhibit Halls Open (Family Day)

To Attend
Uniformed Marines do not need to register for a badge. Retailers, Retired Marine’s and Contracting Officials
may register at no charge. Manufacturers not exhibiting in Modern Day Marine must register and will be
charged a non-exhibiting manufacturer fee

The Chapel of Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion Award was presented to Roger Ware (above)
and Mike McLain (below) during the Grand Banquet of the Marine Corps League National Convention in
Buffalo, New York on August 17, 2018.

Chapel of Four Chaplains Board of Directors Executive Officer Maj. Lawrence Herman, left, and Board Vice
Chairman Howard Schaeffer, second from left, both U.S. Marine Corps veterans, presented the awards. Greg
Irwin (right) Department of WV Asst Sgt at Arms represented the Department of WV during the ceremony. The
Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion is the second highest award and is granted for extraordinary contributions to
the well-being of others at the national level, to world peace, to interfaith and inter-ethnic understanding.
Ware and McLain were publicly recognized and honored as outstanding members of society for their lifetime
commitment that has demonstrably affected the quality of life in their community, state and nation, as their
contribution symbolized the sacrifice of the Four Chaplains to selfless service. Their lives model the giving
spirit and unconditional service exemplified so dramatically by the Four Chaplains.

The Man in The Photograph
Deeply connected to our tree-shaded Wisconsin town, a place of clarity and goodness, we Bradley children
grew serenely enough. But we always felt the tug of an unsolved mystery somewhere at the edges of our lives.
It had to do with my father having been immortalized—along with five young Marines—in the world’s most
famous war’s photograph. He had trained all eight of us as children, to deflect the phone requests for media
interviews that constantly came his way as one of the flag-raisers on Iwo Jima. We were to tell the callers he
was on a fishing trip. But often, as we gave this excuse, he was sitting across the table from us. When we did
manage to extract a remark from him about the flag raising incident, his responses were short and simple, and
he quickly changed the subject.
Why was he so silent? For me, a mystery was tantalizing. Then, when he was 40 years and I was nine, my father
hinted as why he couldn’t talk about Iwo Jima. My third-grade class was studying American history; when we
got to World II, there, on page 98 of our textbooks, was The Photograph. It had become a symbol of a Nation of
Valor incarnate. Of the six men in uniform frozen in an elegant instant of battle, my father is the only one
whose profile is visible. He’s the man in the middle – solid, anchoring, both hands clamped firmly on the
makeshift pole. My teacher told the entire class that my father was a hero. I was proud (as only a young son can
be). That afternoon I sat near the back door of our house with my history book open to page 98, waiting for Dad
to come home from work.
“Dad!” I exclaimed when he walked in. “There’s your picture! My teacher says you’re a hero and she wants you
to speak to my class.”
My father did not answer right away. He closed the door and led me gently over to the kitchen table. He sat
down across from me, took my textbook and looked at the photograph. Then he closed the book.
“Jim, he said, “your teacher said something about heroes. I shifted expectantly in my chair. I thought now I
would hear some stirring stories of valor. Instead, he looked me directly in my nine-year-old eyes, signaling that
he’d like to embed an idea in my brain for the rest of my life.
“Jim, he said, “the real heroes of Iwo Jima are the guys that didn’t come back.” More than six years went by
before I discussed the subject with him again. On one ordinary night in 1970, everyone else in the Bradley
household was asleep except for Dad and me.
He was 46 then. I was 16, a high-schooler with pimples. The two of us were sitting up late, as we often did,
watching Johnny Carson, when I asked him about Iwo Jima.

Any information would have satisfied me. But as usual, my father kept his silence - at least at first. He shook his
head and sighed. “Dad,” I persisted, “you were there. You must remember something.”
Rubbing his forehead, my father said, “Geez…” It was more like an anguished expulsion of air than an actual
word. And then he spoke about what had happened after the famous picture had been taken, as the battle
continued to rage on. “I have tried so hard to block this out, to forget it,” he said.
“We could choose a buddy to go in with. My buddy was a guy from Milwaukee. We were pinned down in;
someone elsewhere fell injured and I ran out to help out, and when I came back my buddy was gone. Nobody
knew where he was.
“A few days later someone yelled that they’d found him. They called me over because I was a corpsman. The
Japanese had tortured him to death. His fingernails ... his tongue . . . It was terrible.”
“I visited his parents after the war. “He didn’t suffer at all” I told them. ‘He didn’t know what hit him.’ I just
lied to them.” I didn’t know what to say. I was young, unable to fathom the depths of emotion my father had
just revealed. And so, we sat there in silence, letting Johnny Carson’s next guest change the subject. But there
was more to my father’s Iwo Jima story. Many years later, researching his life, I learned this on the third day of
the assault against the Japanese: John Bradley— “Doc” Bradley to his comrades—watched an American boy
blunder into a crossfire of machine-gun bursts and slump to the ground. My father did not hesitate. With his
telltale medical bag at his side, he sprinted through 30 yards of gunfire to the wounded boy.
As bullets whined around him, he found the Marine losing blood at a life-threatening rate. Moving him was out
of the question until the flow was stanched. So, my father tied a plasma bag to the kid’s rifle and jammed it
bayonet-first into the ground. Keeping his body between the boy and the sheets of gunfire, he administered first
aid.
His buddies watching from their shell holes were certain he would be cut down at any moment. But Doc
Bradley stayed where he was until he thought it was safe to move the boy. He signaled his comrades - not to
help, but to stay low. And then he stood up into the merciless firestorm and pulled the wounded Marine back
across the 30 yards to safety himself. This action, so heroic that two sergeants and a captain came forward to
report it, earned my father the Navy Cross. He never mentioned this to his family, not even to his wife. We
learned of it later after he died, in an official citation we found among his papers. In his quiet humility he had
kept it from us.
When he returned home to the small town of Antigo, Wis. after the war, my father married his third-grade sweet
heart, our Mother, Betty. He opened a funeral home, fathered eight children, and joined the PTA, the Lions, and
the Elks.
In his thriving business my father served as a diplomat, a psychiatrist, a counselor. If you lived around Antigo
and your father died, you called John Bradley. If you had a problem with Social Security Administration, or
didn’t know how you were going to pay a doctor bill, John Bradley would have a plan.
At the funeral home, he would stand inside the entrance, greeting the people who came to mourn. He knew an
astonishing number of these people by name. They would brighten a little when he inquired about personal
details they’d forgotten they’d told him— marriages, illnesses, newborn children. My father cared about people,
and they sensed his caring.
When he died of a stroke in January of 1994, my father’s passing was reported around the world. We received
clippings from as far as Hong Kong and Tokyo. Everyone in the media reported that the last surviving Iwo Jima
flag-raiser had died. The tributes that meant the most to us, however, came from the people who had known him
best. His wake, held in the funeral home where he had comforted many, was the largest anyone could
remember. We heard many stories about our father, stories of kindness that he had never mentioned to us. One
woman recalled reading the obituaries but did not know the war hero who was on the monument in Arlington.
She said she knew a man who helped her parents with their parent’s funerals, and had raised his family in
Antigo and worked to make Antigo a good place to live. It was this man, she said, whom she would miss.
James Bradley with Ron Powers
Reader’s Digest
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------John McCain and the Church Riots: A Firsthand Account
By James H. Warner
I met John McCain for the first time in the courtyard of the Hanoi Hilton, 47 years ago. I considered him a
friend until his death. We frequently disagreed on political policies and tactics, but I have known few men
whom I have respected as much as John McCain. My respect was based on the circumstances under which I
met him.

In 1970, I was one of 57 American prisoners of war (POWs) held at a camp 25 miles northwest of Hanoi, called
Son Tay. For unknown reasons in July we were moved out of that camp to another one nearby. We learned
later that the U.S. government was planning a raid on Son Tay. We believed they knew we were no longer
there, but the raid would wreak havoc on the morale of the North Vietnamese as well as boost our morale. Both
aims were achieved, in spades.
The raid took place on November 21, 1970. It so alarmed the North Vietnamese that on November 24, they
took POWs from all outlying camps and took us to the Hanoi Hilton, where their hold on us would be more
secure. We were put in a section we had never seen before. Unlike our earlier stay, this time, we were in large
cells, and we met POWs we hadn't come across before. We immediately began to organize. We established
communication throughout the camp and began holding classes of every kind as well as religious services.
On January 1, 1971, our captors announced that we could not continue to hold these services. The rank and file
immediately said that under no circumstances would we go along with this.
This resulted in growing friction between the camp authorities and the prisoners. Finally, in early March, they
took away the four senior men in my cell, Room 6, and the four senior men next door, in Room 7. This was a
misjudgment. After taking away the senior four men in that cell, that left Air Force colonel George E. "Bud"
Day as the senior man. Bud was the most decorated warrior in American history and no shrinking violet. But
even he was not the leading troublemaker in that cell. That was John McCain.
We could not contact the eight missing men, and this made us angry. Over the course of the month of March,
we increasingly showed our anger. Finally, on the evening of March 18, men in my cell, me included, went out
with the crew to wash dishes after the evening meal and acted as though we were about to start a riot. This
clearly scared the hell out of the North Vietnamese.
We knew that the next provocation was likely to initiate serious retaliation. Nevertheless, at 10:00 the next
morning, the men in Room 7 sang "Onward Christian Soldiers" at the top of their lungs. This was open
defiance of camp regulations. At noon, they sang every verse of "The Battle Hymn of the Republic."
As written, the song contains these words: "In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, with a
glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free..."
In more recent times, the words were often changed to "let us live to make men free." The men in Room 7 sang
the original words. Hearing that, I knew that the men realized that by their open defiance, they might well be
signing their own death warrants. By tapping on the wall, the men next door told us that the singing had been
organized not by Bud Day, but by John McCain. To this day I cannot listen to the "Battle Hymn of the
Republic," or even attempt to sing it, without choking up thinking of Americans volunteering to die for their
freedom to practice their religion.
That night, March 19, 1971, they took 36 of us out of our cells after dark and seated us in the courtyard. Our
arms were tied behind us, our hands were tied in front of us, and we were blindfolded. The man next to me
nudged me and said, "Who are you?" "I am Jim Warner. Who are you?" He replied, "I'm John McCain."
He went on: "In a communist country, when you defy the authorities and they take you out at night from where
you live, tie you up, blindfold you, and surround you with people with guns, what happens next? Well, we
know that they f--- up everything they set their hands to, so when they start shooting, it will probably be okay."
He also muttered a line from the poem "Horatius at the Bridge" in Macaulay's Lays of Ancient Rome: "How
better for man to die than in facing fearful odds, for the ashes of his fathers and the altars of his gods."
The guns did not fire that evening, and John McCain went on to a long and storied political career.
On fundamental principles, John McCain was an absolute rock. He did not give an inch. He had two broken
arms and a broken leg when he was captured. No one would have faulted him had he accepted early release.
He thought it was wrong, and he would not do it.
A man who believes that there are fundamental principles so important that he is willing to die for them, and to
convince others to risk death to uphold those principles, is a man to be respected.
For your final voyage, John Sydney, may God grant you fair winds and following seas. Farewell, my friend.
James H. Warner is a retired attorney. He was a Marine officer who flew F-4s in Vietnam. Captured in 1967,
he was imprisoned until 1973. He served as a domestic policy adviser to President Ronald Reagan from 1985
until 1989.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pending Calendar
2018 Department of WV Fall Quarterly Meeting will be Sept 8, 2018 hosted by Huntington Detachment 340 at
American Legion Post 16 in Huntington, WV. 1421 6th Ave, Huntington, WV 25701. Directions: Take I-64 W
toward Huntington, take WV-10 Hal Greer Exit 11, turn right onto 16th St Rd/Hal Greer Blvd 2.5 miles. Turn
left on 6th Ave for 0.2 miles. American Legion Post 16 will be on your left.

Staff Officers Meeting is 0930 am with general business meeting at 1000 am.
WV Pack Growl will immediately follow Dept. Meeting.
Modern Day Marine Expo will be Sept 25-27, 2018 at MCB, Quantico, VA.
Department of WV Spring Quarterly Meeting will be January 5, 2019 hosted by Wood County Detachment
1087 at VFW Post 1212, 1630 Garfield Ave, Parkersburg WV 26101. Staff Officers Meeting is 0930 AM with
general business meeting at 1000 AM. WV Pack Growl will immediately follow Dept. Meeting.
2019 MCL Midwinter Staff Conference will be Feb 28 – Mar 2, 2019 at the
Fredericksburg Hospitality House and Conf Center, 2801 Plank Rd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. group code:
MCLMDWINTER17 Phone: (540) 786-8321 Room rate includes up to 4 breakfast vouchers per occupancy.
TBA per night + prevailing tax (currently 11.3%) Please make your room reservation direct to the hotel no later
than TBA at 540-786-8321.
2019 Department of Delaware Department Convention will be 11 May 2019 at the Heritage Shores Golf Club,
Bridgeville, DE.
2019 Department of Maryland Department Convention will be 10-12 May 2019 at the Princess Royale in Ocean
City, Maryland.
2019 Department of WV Department Convention will be May 17-19, 2019 hosted by Earl Anderson
Detachment 342 in Morgantown, WV
2019 Department of Virginia Department Convention will be May 17 – 19 2019 hosted by John A. Lejeune
detachment at Holiday Inn Virginia Beach- Norfolk and Conference Center, 5655 Greenwich Road, Virginia
Beach, VA. 23462. Room cost $99.00 per night plus tax. Reservations: Call 757-499-4400, Reservation Code is
MCC. CUT OFF Date is 18 April 2019. Telephone Don coons POC at 757-510-0435 (c)
2019 Department of NC Department Convention will be June 7th & 8th in Jacksonville @ the Hilton Garden
Inn 1016 Jacksonville Pkwy. Jacksonville, NC 28546 Tel: 910) 346-2400
2019 Mideast Division Conference will be June 21-23, 2019 hosted by Mountaineer Marine Detachment 957
and the Department of WV at the Days Inn, 347 Meadow Field Lane, Princeton, WV. Ph 304-425-8100
2019 MCL National Convention will be August 4-10, 2019 hosted by Eugene Sara Detachment 418 at the
Billings Hotel & Convention Center, Billings. Montana. Telephone: 1-406-248-7151. Room rate: $99.50 plus
tax. Reservation open on Monday August 20, 2018 at 10 AM EST. Free breakfast, parking and wi fi. Link:
www.mclnationalconvention2019.com

