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Department Financial Report Marine Corps League, Department of West Virginia
Hershel “Woody” Williams Scholarship Foundation: 16 March 2016 beginning balance: $17,623.82. - Deposits:
$1,100.00 - Interest: $5.25 20 April 2016 ending balance: $18,729.07. Please send all scholarship donations to
John Nanny, P.O. Box 2121, Wheeling, WV 26003-0234. Marine Corps League, Department of West Virginia
General Account and Paymaster Report: 16 March 2016 statement beginning balance: $13,888.23 Deposits:
$2,865.00 Debits: $717.03 20 April 2016 statement ending balance: $16,036.20.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Letter from National Commandant
April 12, 2016
Marines:
How many of you went to the Mid-Winter Conference? If you did I feel quite sure that you enjoyed your time at
this event, and if you did not I feel quite sure you missed one of the best conferences ever. A lot of information
was passed on in a very short period of time and the training classes on getting into the locator, and various
other portions of the MCL website were instructive and informative. It was a precursor to what we anticipate
happening at the National Convention in Tulsa, OK. this August. For too long we have talked about having
training classes and now we are starting to do something to enhance your ability to join us as we go forward
into the future. Welcome this opportunity as it will help us to grow the league and your knowledge of what you
may be asked to do in the future at your Detachments.
I want you all to know that there will be a new recruiting initiative starting up pretty soon that we will be
starting up at the request of the CMC General Neller. It is to follow in the footsteps of the "Marine for Life"
program, and we will be involving ourselves with working with active duty Marines to help them transition into
the civilian world after discharge. Junior Vice Tobin has all the info on this program and is rolling it out as he
visits Division Conferences, and the Division Vices have been prepped as to how it will be implemented, and
the importance of it to the League as well as the Corps. Hopefully it will be instrumental in building up our
membership.
Every Detachment should make an attempt to send yearbooks (americanism books) in with your delegates to
National Convention so you can be judged by the Americanism Committee and possibly win an award. Also
remember to send in copies of your newsletters so that they may also be judged by the Newspaper Committee

and possibly win an award.
Most important of all, if you have not already made reservations for National Convention, go on the National
website and register to participate. The more the merrier and it would be great to establish a record for
attendance. The Department of Oklahoma and the Schwabb Detachment are working hard to make this one of
the best ever and have the Indian Nation actively in attendance and sharing the heritage of the tribes of that area.
It will happen every day and I for one am looking forward to learning a great deal about their culture.
There is more that I will have to explain at a later date so be sure to check this site often. We are really turning
things around and my thanks go out to all who are assisting, and making our league even greater.
Semper Fi.
Richard D. Gore, Sr.
National Commandant
Marine Corps League
774-239-6067
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Military Records/DD-214 Available Online
It's official; DD-214s are NOW Online. Please pass on to other vets. The National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC) has provided the following website for veterans to gain access to their DD-214s online:
http://vetrecs.archives.gov or try http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records. This may be
particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214 for employment purposes. NPRC is working to
make it easier for veterans with computers and Internet access to obtain copies of documents from their military
files. Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former military members may now use a new online
military personnel records system to request documents. Other individuals with a need for documents must still
complete the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded from the online web site. Because the requester
will be asked to supply all information essential for NPRC to process the request, delays that normally occur
when NPRC has to ask veterans for additional information will be minimized. The new web-based application
was designed to provide better service on these requests by eliminating the records centers mailroom and
processing time
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IRS 990 -N -e-file - postcard
There is a new procedure to file annual IRS 990 N- efile. You could previously file using ePostcard@urban.org
but this organization is not longer accepting 990 N efile postcard for IRS. Below is the new information now
required. Read over the info and then log onto this site to get a new user name and password.
https://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Annual-Electronic-Filing-Requirement-for-Small-ExemptOrganizations-Form-990-N-e-Postcard
NOTE: IRS has changed how they accept the filings and does not send a confirmation back to your mail so
when you finally get logged into the site and answer all the questions and file, make a copy of what you entered
before sending. IRS does not send you a confirmation copy or acceptance. Once you create a user name and
password , Be sure to write it down. Log into your email account and you will be given a code to enter your
information. It’s only good for 15 minutes. When you try to log into the site, you can enter your user name
okay but you will have to enter your password twice as it will deny you on the first attempt. After logging in
and answering all the question, copy off what you entered. After filing, wait for about an hour and log back into
the site and see if IRS accepted your file. Copy off the IRS acceptance and send a copy to your Paymaster and
or Dog Robber
Annual Electronic Filing Requirement for Small Exempt Organizations — Form 990-N (e-Postcard)
How to file
To electronically submit Form 990-N, Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) for Tax-Exempt Organizations Not
Required to File Form 990 or Form 990EZ, use the Form 990-N Electronic Filing system (e-Postcard).

← All organizations are required to register at IRS.gov prior to filing Form 990-N. You won’t be asked to
register again the next time you file.
← Form 990-N must be completed and filed electronically. There is no paper form.
← Form 990-N filers may choose to file a complete Form 990 or Form 990-EZ instead.
← Use the Form 990-N Electronic Filing System (e-Postcard) User Guide while registering and filing.
←
For filing system and website issues, refer to the second question on the How to File: Frequently
Asked Questions page.
←

Prior to filing your form, please review the following information:
Who must file
Most small tax-exempt organizations whose annual gross receipts are normally $50,000 or less can satisfy their
annual reporting requirement by electronically submitting Form 990-N if they choose not to file Form 990 or
Form 990-EZ instead.
Exceptions to this requirement include:
← Organizations that are included in a group return,
← Churches, their integrated auxiliaries, and conventions or associations of churches, and
←
Organizations required to file a different return
←

Form 990-N filing due date
Form 990-N is due every year by the 15th day of the 5th month after the close of your tax year. You cannot file
the e-Postcard until after your tax year ends.
Example: If your tax year ended on December 31, the e-Postcard is due May 15 of the following year. If the
due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the due date is the next business day.
If your 990-N is late, the IRS will send a reminder notice to the last address we received.
While there is no penalty assessment for filing Form 990-N late, organizations that fail to file required Forms
990, 990-EZ or 990-N for three consecutive years will automatically lose their tax-exempt status. Revocation of
the organization’s tax-exempt status will happen on the filing due date of the third consecutively-missed year.
Watch this IRS YouTube presentation for more information.
Information you will need when filing Form 990-N
Form 990-N is easy to complete. You'll need only eight items of basic information about your organization.
Search for Form 990-N filings
To search for organizations that have filed Form 990-N and to view their filings, see Exempt Organizations
Select Check. You can also download the entire database of Form 990-N filings.
Additional information
← Frequently Asked Questions - Form 990-N
← User Guide for Form 990-N Electronic Filing System (e-Postcard)
← Form 990 Overview course at StayExempt.IRS.gov
← Frequently Asked Questions - Automatic revocation for not filing annual return or notice
← Final regulations (August 10, 2009)
← Educational tools - Help spread the word – Help small tax-exempt organizations stay exempt!
← EO Select Check - Search for organizations that have filed Form 990-N and view their filings
← EO Update - Subscribe to the IRS Exempt Organizations email newsletter that highlights new
information
←
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Project Shad
Secret biological and chemical warfare tests conducted on U.S. Navy ships in the 1960s do not appear to have
affected the health of participating sailors and Marines, according to a report released earlier this month. The
Institute of Medicine study found that troops who took part in Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense, or
SHAD, which was part of a larger chem-bio program known as Project 112, had no significant difference in
mortality rates or diseases than veterans of comparable age or time in service. However, the researchers noted,
the study was limited by data availability as well as the passage of time and passing of veterans. Much of the
measurement readings and information on the concentrations of contaminants still remain classified, and many
Project SHAD veterans are in their 70s and 80s or have passed away, according to the report, published by the
non-profit Institute of Medicine, a division of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.
Project SHAD was designed to study ship vulnerability to chemical and biological warfare and develop shipboard procedures to respond to such an attack. More than 5,900 sailors and Marines participated in the tests.
Most of them were unaware of the nature of the experiments, which spanned nearly a decade and involved
spraying biological agents, simulated agents, tracers and even mosquitoes on ships and their crews and then
decontaminating them with a sporicide that is a known carcinogen. The tests remained secret until the late
1990s, when veterans began seeking health care and disability compensation for illnesses they believed were
related to the experiments. The Defense Department released fact sheets on the tests in the early 2000s but still
has not declassified much of the related material.
Veterans Affairs Department studies and a 2007 Institute of Medicine report found no evidence of increased
incidents of disease among Project SHAD veterans, with the exception of a higher risk of heart disease among
sailors who served on the general yard auxiliary ship George Eastman. But SHAD participants and lawmakers
challenged the methodology of the study and in 2010, Congress ordered another Institute of Medicine review.
The most recent report found there is no increased risk of any disease for the studied veterans, including the
George Eastman crew. David Tollerud, an environmental health sciences professor at the University of
Louisville who chaired the most recent SHAD review committee, said the members recognize the limitations of
studies that look at a population over time, adding that the report’s negative findings ‘cannot unequivocally rule
out some potential effect from the SHAD testing.’
“However within the limits of the data available, the results of the analysis provide no evidence that the health
of SHAD veterans is significantly different from that of similar veterans,” Tollerud wrote. Retired Navy Lt.
Cmdr. Jack Alderson served as commodore for five Army tug boats that participated in Project SHAD. He has
had multiple melanomas, open heart surgery, prostate cancer and allergies and respiratory issues he said began
after he received Project SHAD-related vaccines. Now 83, he continues to advocate for participating veterans
and said he takes issue with the IOM’s most recent findings. “They didn’t take into account any of the sailors
who died before 1979 and they didn’t look at our medical records, because they can’t find them,” Alderson said.
“When we first went to the VA for medical care, many of us were turned away. No one believed that the
government would do that to its service members,” he added.
Project 112 was a series of experiments designed to test the military's readiness against biological and chemical
attack. It involved all branches of the service, with the maritime portion dubbed Project SHAD. The ship-board
tests took place in the North Atlantic, open water of the Pacific Ocean and Marshall Islands, Hawaii, Puerto
Rico and the California coast. Alderson remembers military aircraft spraying a variety of substances over the
tugs, later identified as E. coli, Coxiella burnetii, an organism that causes Q fever, and Bacillus globigii, a
microbe used as an anthrax simulant. Some tests involved barges of rhesus monkeys, which were sprayed with
sarin nerve gas and VX, an extremely toxic nerve agent.
Jack Barry served in the Army chemical corps for five years and later worked as a biological test officer for the
Department of Defense on Project 112/Project SHAD. He believes that participating troops were not exposed to
actual chemical or biological weapons but added that they did come into contact with simulants and
decontaminants that are known to cause illness. Barry said the most recent IOM report does not take into
account the psychological impact of having participated in the tests. "It says nothing about post-traumatic stress
disorder from having participated and having lifelong worries about your health," Barry said. “What’s so

baffling to me is there were so relatively few sailors involved. I don’t know why VA just doesn't give them the
benefit of the doubt and award health benefits and disability compensation."
VA provides health care to Project 112/Project SHAD veterans but they do not have any special priority in the
tiered patient identification system. No diseases are considered to be presumptive for disability compensation
related to Project SHAD; all veterans claims for Project 112/Project SHAD are decided on a case-by-case basis.
Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA) has pressed for transparency on Project 112/Project SHAD since he was voted
into office in 1999. The congressman, who pressured the Defense Department to release information about the
secret experiments, said he will continue to advocate for veterans of the tests despite the most recent report
findings. “The DoD has admitted that it tested harmful chemical and biological agents by spraying them on
ships and sailors, exposing them without their knowledge to … some of the most deadly chemicals on Earth:
VX nerve gas, Sarin nerve gas and E. Coli,”
Thompson wrote in an email to Military Times. "Our country owes it to those still living to make sure they get
the treatments and benefits they have earned.” The number of Project SHAD veterans continues to dwindle, but
Alderson said he will not stop fighting for shipmates who have chronic pain, respiratory and cerebrovascular
diseases. “Nowadays, even though almost all of us have health care, some still have to make co-payments for
service-connected conditions, and others deserve disability payments,” Alderson said. “If they aren’t going to
take care of us, at least they could acknowledge our service to the country
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veteran ID Card Implementation in 2017
Congress passed legislation for a new veterans ID card last summer, but it will likely be another year before any
are issued. The Department of Veterans Affairs has begun drafting regulations for production and issuing of the
ID cards, designed to give veterans easy proof of their military service for non-federal activities. Legislation
authorizing the cards, sponsored by Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL) passed through Congress without objection last
July. He argued that veterans needed the option for a veterans ID to help individuals who have to carry around
copies of their discharge paperwork to get discounts or services at a host of private businesses. Veterans
requesting the IDs would have to pay a small, yet-to-be-determined fee, to cover production costs. But Veterans
Affairs officials said it will likely still be months before anyone gets the new cards. The rule-making process is
expected to take at least another year, with production and issuing times still to be decided.
“This is a lengthy process that requires time for a public comment period as well as approval from the Office of
Management and Budget,” officials said in a statement this week. “VA currently estimates the program will be
implemented in 2017.” That’s a disappointment for veterans who had hoped to ditch their DD-214s for the next
trip to the hardware store or for local restaurant deals. Advocates have complained that practice is both
inconvenient and unsafe, given the personal information included on official military documents. No veterans
will be required to get the IDs, and the cards will not replace medical IDs or official defense retiree cards.
Supporters called it a simple way to honor veterans’ service
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Filing Claims for Service Connected Cause of Death - Widows of Veterans
There are many conditions that veterans die from. What makes a difference is whether they pass away from a
service connected or non service connected condition. If a veteran never filed a VA claim for any service
connected condition but dies from one of the presumptive conditions listed for herbicides from Agent Orange or
from the pending presumptive conditions from the contaminated water at Camp Lejeune, the surviving spouse
can file a VA claim listing the presumptive condition as cause of death. In addition, the VA will pay a burial
allowance up to $2000 if the veteran’s death was due to service-connected.
From 1957 to February 1985. it was discovered that two on-base water-supply systems were contaminated with
the volatile organic compounds trichloroethylene (TCE), a metal degreaser, and perchloroethylene (PCE), a dry
cleaning agent. Benzene, vinyl chloride, and other compounds were also found to be contaminating the watersupply systems.
Any Marine who served aboard CLNC during this time frame needs to fill out a form to be registered in the
Camp Lejeune Water Contamination for any further presumptive service connected conditions that will be
approved by the VA.

If you know of any member who died from any of the Agent Orange presumptive conditions and has a
surviving spouse. Please check with her to see if she filed a claim for cause of death. Even if the veteran had not
previously filed for a presumptive condition that ultimately lead to their death, the widow can file a VA claim
for service connected cause of death and request that she be awarded all benefits that she might be entitled to
and that she also be awarded the increased burial benefit of $2000. The surviving spouse has to file to received
any benefits. The VA will not contact the surviving spouse to offer assistance. The spouse must establish
contact to receive any VA assistance. Many surviving spouses are not aware of any benefits they can receive
after their spouse dies. Far too often, additional presumptive conditions are added to a list of service connected
conditions and the spouse is not notified. This has occurred with the ischemic heart condition that is now
presumptive with Agent Orange. Numerous veterans has passed away from heart attacks or conditions related
to their heart years ago and their widows are not aware that they can file a service connected VA claim for cause
of death. The same thing can happen with the Camp Lejeune water contamination as a list is still be formed and
waiting approval. The widow can file now and her claim will be held pending development. A letter from the
attending physician expressing an opinion whether the cause of death was or was not due to the water
contamination and of herbicides would help clarify and support the claim.
Marines, please be aware of any surviving spouses that might live in your area and keep them informed of any
benefits that they might be eligible to as they usually have no knowledge. If ever in doubt have them contact
the nearest VA Office or offer to take them there.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pending Calendar
2016 Department of Virginia Department Convention will be May 13-15, 2016 at the
Sand Castle Beachfront Hotel, VA Beach, Va. Beach call 757-428-2828 to make reservations. mention Marine
Corps League Room rate is just $119.00 + tax per night Reservations need to be made no later than 15 April
due to high volume of sports events in the area Banquet Sat. cost $40.00 per person. POC David Hord -757567-1252 yogih220@verizon.net or Don Coons - 757-510-4145 djc1954@verizon.net
2016 Department of North Carolina Convention will be June 10-11, 2016 at the Courtyard by Marriott,
Charlotte Gastonia, 1856 Remount Rd, Gastonia, NC 28054, 704-852-4411 or 1-800-891-3766. Room Rate =
$89 +tax, Ask for the Marine Corps League rate. Registration = $10 per person, Lunch = $8 per person. Lunch
will be Honey Baked Ham Cafe catering ham, roast beef or turkey box lunches. Banquet = $30 per person,
Banquet will be a choice of Grilled Chicken Fillet, Ham, or Roast Beef., Friday night will be hotdogs / pizza /
pick ups., Water, soda and tea will be available. ALL activities will be at the hotel.
2016 Mideast Division Conference will be June 24-26, 2016 at the Wilmington- Christinia Hilton, 100
Continental Drive, Newark DE 19713. Telephone; 302 781 7049. It is conveniently located off I-95 exit 4B.
Room rate is $124.99 a night and includes full breakfast buffet. Banquet is $34.00.
Note : The Mideast Division Annual Conference, hosted by the Department of Delaware, is scheduled for 2426 June 2016 at the Hilton Wilmington/Christiana, 100 Continental Dr., Newark, DE 19713. The hotel is
conveniently located off I-95, Exit 4B. Guestrooms are $124.99 per night and include two (2) full breakfasts
per room daily (omelets made-to-order). The two entrée banquet will be held in the Hilton Grand Ballroom. A
few unique destinations nearby include Delaware Park Raceway & Casino, Longwood Gardens, Delaware
Museum of Natural History, and for shopping — the Christiana Mall and The Colonade - featuring Cabela’s.
Of course, Delaware has no sales tax making shopping much more affordable. Reservations may be made by
calling the hotel directly at 800.348.3133, or 302.454.1500. Also, see their website at http://hiltonestate.com.
To have your name tag printed and packet prepared prior to your arrival, you must be pre-registered by
27 May 2016. Please make your check payable to “Mideast Division Conference,” and mail it and your
completed registration to: Jack Flood, Jr., MCL Dept. of DE Adjutant, 5 Canvasback Circle, Bridgeville, DE
19933.
2016 MCL National Convention will be August 7-13, 2016 at the Hyatt Regency, 100 East 2nd St, Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Tele: 918-234-1234, contact reservations: 1-888-591-1234. after August 17, 2015. room rate:
$91.00 plus tax for total $103.30. Free WiFi, Pets allowed, Breakfast available ( Self parking , There is no RV
parking and Good Sam’s RV park is about 7 miles.
Note: Overflow Hotel 8 - 12 August 2016 Courtyard by Marriott - Tulsa Downtown 415 South Boston
Avenue, Tulsa, OK (800) 721-7033 or (918) 508-7400 Online reservations Rate $107.00 per night (plus tax)
Standard King or Double Queen includes valet parking and breakfast Group code is MCL
2016 Modern Day Marine Expo will be Sept 27-29, 2016 at MCB, Quantico, VA
2017 MCL National Convention will be August 2017 at the Sheraton Overland Park at the Convention Center,
6100 College Boulevard, Overland Park, KS, 66211. Book By Phone: 1-800-628-8491 Room rate: $115.00
with 18% tax, free parking, free breakfast and free wifi.

April 4, 2016 Members of the Department of WV attended a Gold Star Families Memorial Monument dedication at the State Veterans
Cemetery in Greenup, KY. Pictured with two Gold Star Mothers from left to right are: Don Dearth Det. 1087,
Dept. of WV Judge Advocate Scott Kirby, MOH Hershel Woody Williams, Dept. of WV Sr. Vice Commandant Jim Furr, Dept. of WV
Chief of Staff Ben Fetty, Dept. of WV Commandant Rick Shank and PDC of KY John P. Hensley.

The family of Marine William A. Copley set up a touching display at his funeral service on April 1, 2016 in Wayne, WV. The display
shows his love and dedication to his family, the United States Marine Corps and the Marine Corps League. Marine Copley was 64, a
Vietnam Veteran, Past Huntington Detachment 340 Commandant and a member of the Military Order of the Devil Dogs.

The Dept. of WV presented Hospice of Huntington with a Distinguished Service Award on February 19, 2016 for their outstanding
service to our veterans. Pictured left to right are: Detachment 340 member and Hospice volunteer Shirley Ball, Dept. of WV
Commandant Rick Shank, Hospice of Huntington President Melanie Hall and Dept. of WV Sgt-at-Arms Denny Wood.

The Dept. of WV presented the West Virginia State Veterans Home in Barboursville, WV with a Distinguished Service Award on
February 12, 2016. Pictured left to right: Dept.of WV Commandant Rick Shank, Veterans Home Director Tom McBride, and Dept. of
WV Chief of Staff Ben Fetty.

